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GATHERING
SCRIPTURE: 1 Samuel 7:12
Then Samuel took a stone and set it up…and named it
Ebenezer; for he said, “Thus far the LORD has helped us.”
OPENING PRAYER: The Gallican Sacramentary
Abba, Father, fulfill the office of your name towards your servants: do govern, protect, preserve, sanctify, guide and console us. Let us be so enkindled with love for you, that we may
be despised by you, O most merciful Lord, most gentle Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen.
HYMN: #400 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
PRAYER FOR REFRESHMENT
O God, into the stress and tension of our daily lives,
breathe the gentle, calming influence of your Holy Spirit.
O God, into the fears and the doubts that disturb our faith,
breathe the Spirit-inspired search for truth, which casts out
fear.
O God, into the conflicted priorities and hopes of this faith community,
breathe the quiet, mediating presence of your Holy Spirit.
O God, into the conflict ridden world where injustice is reality,
breathe the intent to share fairly and to resist the power
hungry, through your Holy Spirit.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Peace is your gift, O God:
peace of heart and of mind and of spirit.
Peace is your gift to the world, to the church, and to each one
of us:
the gift of quiet acceptance, the gift of strong confrontation, the gift of simply waiting, the gift of active peacemaking, the gift of humble forgiveness, the gift of making
amends.
Peace of heart and mind and of spirit:
peace is your gift, O God. Amen
THE BIBLE PROJECT: “The Psalms”
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 23 (KJV)
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me

to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth
me beside the still waters. He restoreth
my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's sake. Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff
they comfort me. Thou preparest a table
before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over. Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life: and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord for ever.
GLORIA PATRIE
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen. Amen.
SERMON: “The Gospel Seed”
HYMN: #238 Angels We Have Heard on High
As we sing the hymn, the congregation is
invited to bring their Ebenezer stone, placing it on the altar as a symbol of having
experienced the presence of the Lord in this
place or God’s help anywhere. If you have
no stone, a reverent bow at the altar will
suffice.
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER AND THE
LORD’S PRAYER
Shepherd God, your goodness overwhelms
us; your holy and living breath inspires us,
and your love for us unites us in communion as your faithful servants. We are called
to serve, to act, and to love all of your holy
creation. In a world so desperately in need
of your eternal embrace, we lift our prayers
as a community to hope, to heal and to
serve as children of God.
We pray for all fields of faith. May Jews,
Muslims, Christians, and other believers be
reminded that the best of our traditions
brings us together. Help us to remember
and cherish the wisdom of the one, true
God and that the goodness of our common
humanity and sacred worth dwells in each
of us.
We pray for that which we struggle to understand. We look to Jesus to widen our hearts
for compassion and to give dignity to those

marginalized because of the color of their
skin, their gender, their age, their religion,
their sexual orientation. We may not all
agree about everything, Lord, but we need
to pray blessing for everyone unto you. We
know of your love which tells us that we
must pray for all which divides us from
embracing the wholeness of God through
the humanity of others. And so we pray also
for the healing of our nation’s partisan
divide.
We pray for the unspoken prayers of individual hearts, for the unexpressed hurts we
carry either physically, mentally or emotionally. We pray for the courage to repent of
our sins either of word or deed. We place
them before you, Lord, asking you to restore us and any whom we may have hurt.
We pray especially for those experiencing
illness and injury as well as others in need
of your healing touch — for Mike Tunier,
Fred Nelson, Laverne Swinehart, Flossie
Lang. (The congregation is invited to speak
now of others…)
We pray for new joys resulting from proposals
of marriage, from new jobs to first jobs,
from new homes to old homes, from new
babies to other birthdays to milestone anniversary celebrations. We pray for the welcoming of loved ones to the meeting of
strangers soon to be friends, from simple
acts of happiness to the everyday miracles.
You grant all this and more, Lord, as the
giver of life in abundance.
And so we pray in gratitude for all that we are
and all that we have, because of the gift of
your presence in our lives. May generosity,
truth, justice, mercy, empathy and forgiveness continue to be extended from you,
our Lord, to us. May this, in turn, be extended to every relationship we hold.
In humility, we ask the Holy Spirit to guide
your church in truth and grace, as we pray
all of this in Jesus’ name who taught us to
pray saying…
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is

the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.
OFFERTORY — Barb Hosner and Karla
Stubblefield

DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND SELF — based on
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Glorious God, we like to practice random acts
of kindness. Your Word even confirms that
we further your kingdom when we show
kindness and compassion to another person. We pray that Jesus’ life and teaching
may be our example for sharing intentionally our talents, prayers, time, and offerings.
We humbly give this offering as an expression of our faith.
Amen.
CLOSING CHORUS: #2164 Sanctuary

BENEDICTION: Hebrews 13:20-22
May the God of peace, who led up from the
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of
the sheep, through the blood of the eternal
covenant, make you complete in every
good work so that you may do his will. May
he perform, in you, whatever will be pleasing in his sight, through Jesus the Messiah.
Glory be to him for ever and ever…
In the name of the Father, the Son, the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
POSTLUDE
The offertory prayer is copyrighted © 2021 by
David S. Bell, United Methodist Foundation
of Michigan.

Prayer for Family and Friends
Updates and New Requests This Week
Mike Tuinier will have triple bypass surgery on
Friday at 7:30 a.m. Please keep him and Jody
in your prayers.
Previous Requests
John (Lori Ensing’s friend) had a heart attack
and passed away. Please pray for John’s family and friends.
Pray for every family undergoing difficulties.
Pray for persecuted Christians around the world.

In Service to Our Country
Walker Polsinelli
Tyler Smith

Geoff White

This Week’s Celebrations
Birthdays
7/18 Randy Stafford
7/22 Mike Harrison
7/22 Meredith Smola
7/23 Polly Preston

Anniversaries
7/19 Matt & Andrea
Luegge
7/20 Hank & Tamra
Stamm
7/23 Mike & Sharon
Pendola

For Cheer and Hello
David Bretz
Flossie Lang
Robert & Carmen Parsons

Mina Willett
Betty Witcher

This Week’s Calendar
Today
10:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
Monday, July 19
7:30 p.m. SPRC online
Tuesday, July 20
1:00 p.m. Priscilla Circle at Aurelia Reed’s home
Wednesday, July 21
no church activities are scheduled
Thursday, July 22
no church activities are scheduled
Friday, July 23 — Pastor’s Day Off
no church activities are scheduled
Saturday, July 24
no church activities are scheduled
Next Week
Monday, July 26
6:00 p.m. Finance Committee online
Wednesday, July 28
7:30 a.m. Strategic Planning in the Library

July 11 Worship attendance: 51

Betty Thomas memorial
Betty Thomas passed away in February, and
because of COVID-19, there were no services
yet. But there will be a Memorial on Friday, July
30 at 3:30 p.m. at Vicksburg Cemetery, south
side of Highway St.

Coming deadlines
 ShopWithScrip orders are due in the church
office by 2:00 Monday, Aug. 2.

Lend a hand this summer
Generous Hands and South County
Community Services (GHSCCS) will be
hosting the Back-to-School Bonanza on
Aug. 7 at their location, 606 N. Spruce St.
Here is a list of supplies needed if you
can lend a hand:











Scissors
Crayola crayons
Pencils
Zipper pencil
pouch or pencil
box
Color pencils
Markers
Expo markers (for
white boards)
Highlighters
Erasers (caps or
pink chunky)
3 ring binders (1
inch)

 Glue (Elmer’s
liquid or stick)
 Spiral notebooks
(wide and college
ruled)
 Large backpacks
for older students
 Hygiene items
(hand sanitizers,
small tissue packs,
dental floss and
toothbrushes and
toothpaste)
 New socks

Items can be dropped off at GHSCCS
by July 23 if possible. Thank you for lending
a hand. Your help is truly appreciated.

Please fill out a “Connection card”
located on the back of the pew in front
of you and place it in the offering plate.
Thank you.

Plus 10 Families
Thank you, Marshall Linebaugh, and other
families who bring $10 worth of groceries for
South County or $10 for Generous Hands.
If you would like to give $10 on one or more
specific Sundays, please write your name in the
book in the foyer next to the date(s) for the rest of
this year. You may also give any amount at any
time without signing up. Please note “Plus 10” on
your check made to VUMC.

We need a Sunday School coordinator
As we begin planning for our Fall 2021
church opening, the Strategic Planning Committee is searching for a volunteer to start planning
and coordinating our Sunday School classes. If
that is a service you would like to provide, please
contact one of the following: Pastor Greg, Lori
Ensing, Brad Addis or Carol Lohman.

Priscilla Circle
Priscilla Circle will meet on Tuesday, July 20,
1:00 p.m. at the home of Aurelia Reed. Looking
for a Circle? Come join us!

Please
continue to wear
a mask in the
church building
if you have not
been vaccinated.
Thank you.

